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Inspire Influence Improve

§ Enabling
§ Publications

§ Training

§ Schools Design Panel

§ Minimum Design Standard

Raising design quality in schools
CABE Enabling 

§ Enablers are construction professionals with schools 
experience
§ 10 - 15 days of free advice and guidance
§ Raising awareness of the importance of good design

§ Establishing a vision

§ Setting a brief

§ Appointment of design team

§ Supporting local authority to be a good client

Enabling BSF Wave 1:  Leeds

Pudsey Grangefield School
Architects: Faulkner Brown

Enabling BSF Wave 1:  Leeds

Pudsey Grangefield School
Architects: Faulkner Brown
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Raising design standards

§ 2002 PFI projects for 26 local authorities
‘Achieving well designed schools through PFI’ 

§ 2004 ‘Being involved in school design’
§ 2005 BSF Pathfinder and Wave 1
§ 2006 BSF Waves 2 & 3

‘Picturing school design’
§ 2006  ‘CABE Schools Audit’
§ 2007 BSF Waves 4 - 6

CABE Schools Design Panel
‘Creating excellent secondary schools’
‘New from old: transforming secondary schools through refurbishment’

§ 2009 Minimum Design Standard
‘Successful school design’
‘Creating excellent primary schools’
Design Journey

Picturing school design (2006)

§ Based on DQIs for 
Schools

§ Examples of good and 
not so good design

9

A
B
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CABE Schools Audit (2006)

31% 

19% 
31% 

15% 
4% 

Poor (0% < Functionality, Build 
Quality and Impact < 30%) 

Mediocre (30% < Functionality, 
Build Quality & Impact < 50%) 

Partially Good (50% < 
Functionality, Build Quality & 
Impact < 70%) 
Good (70% < Functionality, Buld 
Quality & Impact < 80%) 

Excellent (80% < Functionality, 
Build Quality & Impact < 100% 

Publications: Transforming new from old 
(2009)

Mulberry School for Girls
Tower Hamlets, London

Creating excellent primary schools (2009)

Redbrook Hayes Primary School, Rugeley, 
Architects:  Walters and Cohen

Creating excellent primary schools

Pinewood Infants School, Farnborough
Architects:  Hampshire County Council

Design Journey (2009)

§ Map of BSF process
§ Assist in navigating through process and 

ensure design is kept as a priority
§ Key points to consider design
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19

Hammerby Sjöstad, Stockholm

Training: support for local authorities at 
pre-engagement

CABE schools design panel:
Key statistics

§ First panel review in July 2007

§ Reviewed 187 schemes from 22 local authorities, and 55 
different schools

§ 87 per cent of schemes returning to design review improved 
their criterion scores or overall rating

§ 35 panel members

CABE schools design panel:
Changes to the panel

§ Revised 4-point grading system for MDS schemes

§ Architects present their own schemes to the panel at first 
review

§ Educationalists appointed to the panel

§ Redesign of the assessment reports to allow room for more 
detailed written feedback

§ Stakeholder views from the DQI process will feed into panel 
discussions

CABE schools design panel:
timing of reviews

The 10 assessment criteria

§ Identity and context: making a school the students and 
community can be proud of 

§ Site plan: making the best use of the site 
§ School grounds: making assets of the outdoor spaces 
§ Organisation: creating a clear diagram for the buildings 
§ Buildings: making form, massing and appearance work together 
§ Interiors: creating excellent spaces for learning and teaching 
§ Resources: deploying convincing environmental strategies 
§ Feeling safe: creating a secure and welcoming place 
§ Long life, loose fit: creating a school that can adapt and evolve 

in the future 
§ Successful whole: making a design that works in the round. 

Questions to ask:
Criteria 1: Identity and context
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Questions to ask:
Criteria 1: Identity and context, Scheme A

Questions to ask:
Criteria 1: Identity and context, Scheme A

Questions to ask:
Criteria 1: Identity and context, Scheme A

Questions to ask:
Criteria 2: Site plan

Questions to ask:
Criteria 3: School grounds

Questions to ask:
Criteria 4: Organisation
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Questions to ask:
Criteria 4: Organisation, Scheme b

Questions to ask:
Criteria 4: Organisation, Scheme b

Questions to ask:
Criteria 5: Buildings

Questions to ask:
Criteria 6: Interiors

Questions to ask:
Criteria 7: Resources

Questions to ask:
Criteria 8: Feeling safe




